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DEDICATED  TO  THE  PEOPLE  OF  ALBERTA 


PREFACE 

This  publication  is  a companion  volume  to  the  previously 
published  book  "Lieutenant-Governors  of  the  Northwest  Territories 
and  Alberta  1876-1991".  Both  books  together  with  the  Legislative 
Assembly  book  "The  Alberta  Legislature:  A Celebration"  (1987)  are 
intended  to  record  important  aspects  of  the  development  of  the 
parliamentary  process  in  Alberta. 

I am  greatly  appreciative  of  the  diligent  work  of  D.  Blake 
McDougall  in  the  completion  of  this  book. 

We  hope  that  readers  will  find  this  volume  informative  and 
useful. 


The  Honourable  David  J.  Carter 
M.L.A.-Calgary  Egmont 
Speaker  of  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  Alberta 
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INTRODUCTION 


The  Province  of  Alberta  was  formerly  part  of  a much  larger 
political  jurisdiction  called  the  Northwest  Territories.  Until  1897, 
the  Northwest  Territories  was  governed  by  a Lieutenant-Governor 
with  the  assistance  of  an  appointed  Council  or  elected  Legislative 
Assembly.  Although  some  of  these  Lieutenant-Governors 
appointed  an  Advisory  Council  or  Advisory  Conunittee  from  the 
ranks  of  their  Council  or  Assembly,  there  was  no  full-fledged 
Executive  Council  (Cabinet)  or  President  of  Executive  Council 
(Premier). 

In  1897,  the  Northwest  Territories  Act  was  amended  to 
provide  for  an  Executive  Council  and,  consequently,  the  first  and 
only  Premier  of  the  Northwest  Territories,  Frederick  W.A.G. 
Haultain,  was  appointed  by  the  Lieutenant-Governor.  He  served 
in  that  capacity  from  1897  to  1905. 

On  September  1,  1905,  the  Provinces  of  Alberta  and 
Saskatchewan  were  formed  out  of  the  Northwest  Territories.  Once 
again,  the  related  legislation  (Alberta  Act  and  Saskatchewan  Act) 
provided  for  the  appointment  of  an  Executive  Council  and, 
consequently,  a Premier. 

The  purpose  of  this  publication  is  to  provide  biographical 
summaries  of  the  Premier  of  the  Northwest  Territories  and  the 
Premiers  of  Alberta  for  the  period  1897-1991. 
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THE  OFFICE  OF  PREMIER 


Surprising  as  it  may  seem,  no  provision  is  made  for  the  Office  of  Premier  in 
the  Constitution  Act  of  1867,  formerly  known  as  the  British  North  America  Act  of  1867, 
or  the  Northwest  Territories  Act  of  1876  as  amended  in  1897,  or  in  the  Alberta  Act  of 
1905.  The  ultimate  executive  power  in  provincial  government  lies  with  the  Crown 
or  Lieutenant-Governor.  In  part,  this  is  to  ensure  the  continuity  and  stability  of 
government  during  certain  periods  of  transition,  particularly  after  general  elections. 

The  Premier  is  usually  the  leader  of  the  political  party  that  has  elected  the 
most  Members  to  the  Legislature,  and  he  or  she  is  appointed  by  the  Lieutenant- 
Governor.  The  Premier  is  the  President  of  the  Lieutenant-Governor’s  Executive 
Council  or  Cabinet,  which  is  the  government  or  executive  branch  of  government  of 
the  related  jurisdiction.  The  Premier  chooses  the  members  of  the  Cabinet,  who  are 
also  appointed  by  the  Lieutenant-Governor.  A member  of  the  Cabinet  is  called  a 
’Minister,"  and  each  is  usually  assigned  responsibility  for  a specific  area  or  a number 
of  areas  of  responsibility,  for  example  agriculture,  education,  etc.  Individually  and 
collectively,  these  Cabinet  Ministers  develop  policy,  direct  its  implementation,  and 
oversee  the  more  routine  day  to  day  administration  of  the  government. 

The  Premier’s  powers  are  considerable.  The  bcisis  of  this  power  is  his  or  her 
relationship  to  the  Lieutenant-Governor.  Only  the  Premier  can  advise  the 
Lieutenant-Governor  regarding  a wide  range  of  matters  from  government  appoint- 
ments to  new  legislative  requirements.  Although  the  approval  of  the  Legislature, 
which  includes  all  Members  of  the  Legislative  Assembly,  is  required  for  some 
matters,  other  actions  can  be  taken  by  the  government  through  order-in-council, 
which  is  a directive  of  Cabinet,  or  under  authority  delegated  by  existing  law.  As 
President  of  the  Executive  Council,  the  Premier  also  sets  the  Cabinet’s  agenda  and 
determines  its  consensus  or  final  position  on  issues.  Once  this  consensus  has  been 
established,  all  Cabinet  Ministers  must  publicly  support  that  position  or  resign.  As 
well.  Cabinet  Ministers  are  forbidden  from  disclosing  Cabinet  business. 

The  Premier  can  lose  office  if  he  or  she  loses  the  confidence  of  the  Legislative 
Assembly.  If  the  Premier’s  government  puts  forward  proposed  legislation  that  is  not 
supported  by  the  majority  of  the  Members  of  the  Legislative  Assembly,  the  Premier, 
by  convention,  must  submit  his  or  her  government’s  resignation  to  the  Lieutenant- 
Governor. 

The  Office  of  Premier  is  one  of  the  most  influential  positions  in  Canadian 
provincial  government.  The  Premier  has  powers  that  Cabinet  Ministers  individually 
and  collectively  do  not  possess.  Even  though  ultimate  executive  authority  lies  with 
the  Lieutenant-Governor,  the  Lieutenant-Governor  does  not  become  involved  in 
government  affairs  unless  the  government  loses  the  confidence  of  the  Legislative 
Assembly.  Because  the  Premier’s  influence  is  so  wide-ranging,  specific  governments 
are  usually  known  by  the  personal  name  of  the  Premier  (e.g.  the  Rutherford 
Government). 
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A.  THE  PREMIER  OF  THE  NORTHWEST  TERRITORIES 

1897-1905 
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THE  HONOURABLE  SIR  FREDERICK  WA.G.  HAULTAIN,  1897-1905 


The  Honourable  Sir  Frederick  W.A.G.  Haultainwas  the  first  and  only  Premier 
of  the  Northwest  Territories.*  He  is  generally  recognized  as  the  leading  figure  in  the 
development  of  responsible  government  in  the  Territories. 

Frederick  William  Aplin  George  Haultain  was  bom  on  November  25,  1857,  in 
the  Borough  of  Woolwich,  which  is  now  part  of  Greater  London,  England.  He  was 
the  son  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  F.W.  Haultain,  Royal  Artillery,  and  Lucinde  Helen 
Gordon.  Frederick  W.A.G.  Haultain  was  a member  of  the  Church  of  England 
(Anglican). 

When  he  was  three,  his  family  emigrated  to  Canada  and  settled  at 
Peterborough,  Ontario.  Frederick  W.A.G.  Haultain  received  his  primary  and 
secondary  education  at  Peterborough  and  Montreal,  Quebec.  In  1879,  he  received 
a Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  (First  Class  Honors  in  the  Classics)  from  the  University 
of  Toronto  and  then  went  on  to  study  law  at  Osgoode  Hall  in  Toronto.  After 
articling  with  the  Toronto  firm  of  Bethune,  Moss,  and  Falconbridge,  he  was  called 
to  the  Ontario  Bar  in  1882  and  the  Northwest  Territories  Bar  in  1884. 

In  1884,  Frederick  W.A.G.  Haultain  moved  to  Fort  Macleod  where  he  began 
practising  law.  He  also  served  as  Crown  Prosecutor  at  that  location  for  several  years 
and  did  some  editorial  work  for  the  Fort  Macleod  and  Lethbridge  newspapers.  He 
represented  the  electoral  district  of  Macleod  in  the  Northwest  Territories  Council 
during  the  years  1887-88  and  in  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  the  Northwest  Territories 
which  replaced  it  from  1888  to  1905.  He  was  Chairman  of  the  Advisory  Council  of 
the  Northwest  Territories  Council  in  1888-89  and  Chairman  of  the  Executive 
Committee  from  1891  to  1897.  Following  the  amendment  of  the  Northwest  Territories 
Act,  he  was  appointed  President  of  the  Executive  Council,  or  Premier,  by  The 
Honourable  Charles  H.  Mackintosh  on  October  7,  1897.  As  well  as  serving  as 
Premier,  Frederick  W.A.G.  Haultain  was  also  Attorney  General  and  Commissioner 
of  Education. 

Frederick  W.A.G.  Haultain  thought  that  the  area  which  now  constitutes 
Alberta  and  Saskatchewan  should  be  one  province  named  "Buffalo"  and  that  this 
province  should  be  governed  by  a non-partisan  administration.  Because  of  his 
outstanding  service  to  the  Northwest  Territories,  many  people  felt  that  Haultain 
should  be  the  first  Premier  of  the  new  Province  of  Alberta  or  Saskatchewan.  How- 


* During  the  territorial  period,  a number  of  persons  served  in  the  capacity  of  de  facto  Premier.  However,  none 
of  these  appointments  was  official  because  there  was  no  provision  in  the  related  legislation  for  the  appointment 
of  an  Executive  Council  and,  consequently,  a President  of  Executive  Council  or  Premier.  However,  Frederick 
WA.G.  Haultain’s  appointment  as  Premier  of  the  Northwest  Territories  was  official  because  the  1897  amendment 
to  the  Northwest  Territories  Act  did  provide  for  an  Executive  Council. 
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From  the  Painting  by 
K/1.  Long 


THE  HONOURABLE  SIR  FREDERICK  WA.G.  HAULTAIN 

1897-1905 
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ever,  because  of  his  Conservative  political  leanings,  this  idea  was  not  acceptable  to 
the  governing  federal  Liberal  Party  at  that  time.  Following  the  formation  of  the 
Provinces  of  Alberta  and  Saskatchewan  on  September  1,  1905,  he  represented  South 
Qu’Appelle  in  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  Saskatchewan  as  a member  of  the 
Provincial  Rights  Party  and  served  as  the  Leader  of  the  Official  Opposition  in  the 
Saskatchewan  Legislature. 

In  1906,  he  married  Marian  St.  Clair  Castellain,  the  daughter  of  The 
Honourable  Charles  H.  Mackintosh  who  served  as  Lieutenant-Governor  of  the 
Northwest  Territories  from  1893  to  1898.  His  wife  had  one  daughter  by  her  first 
marriage  with  Louis  Castellain.  Following  the  death  of  his  first  wife  in  1938, 
Frederick  W.A.G.  Haultain  married  Mrs.  W.B.  Gilmour  of  Montreal  in  September 
of  the  same  year. 

In  1912,  Frederick  W.A.G.  Haultain  left  politics  when  he  was  appointed  Chief 
Justice  of  the  Superior  Court  of  Saskatchewan.  In  1917,  he  was  appointed  Chief 
Justice  of  the  Saskatchewan  Court  of  Appeal  and  was  elected  Chancellor  of  the 
University  of  Saskatchewan.  In  1939,  he  retired  from  public  life  following  over  fifty 
years  of  service. 

Frederick  W.A.G.  Haultain  W2is  a Commissioned  Officer  in  the  Fifty-seventh 
Rifle  Regiment  of  Peterborough,  Ontario;  Vice-President  of  the  Canadian  Bar 
Association  (1896);  and  Vice-President  of  the  Liberal-Conservative  Association 
(1898-99).  He  represented  the  Northwest  Territories  at  the  coronation  of  King 
Edward  VII  (1902)  and  he  was  Honorary  President  of  the  Territorial  Conservative 
Association  (1903).  As  well,  he  was  appointed  King’s  Counsel  (1902),  was  knighted 
(Knight  Bachelor)  (1916),  was  awarded  Honorary  Doctor  of  Laws  degrees  by  the 
University  of  Toronto  (1915)  and  the  University  of  Saskatchewan  (1939),  and  was 
made  an  Honorary  Chief  ("\^ite  Star")  by  the  Saskatchewan  Cree  Indians.  He  was 
an  avid  sportsman  and  was  a member  of  the  Assiniboia  Club  in  Regina, 
Saskatchewan. 

Frederick  W.A.G.  Haultain  died  on  January  30,  1942,  at  Montreal,  Quebec. 
His  ashes  were  buried  near  the  Memorial  Gates  at  the  University  of  SEiskatchewan, 
in  Saskatoon.  A provincial  government  building  in  Edmonton,  an  elementary  school 
in  Calgary,  and  a mountain  in  Jasper  National  Park  are  named  in  his  memory. 
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ALBERTA’S  LEGISLATURE  BUILDING 


THE  HONOURABLE  ALEXANDER  C.  RUTHERFORD,  1905-10 


Alexander  C.  Rutherford  had  the  distinction  of  being  Alberta’s  first  Premier. 
He  was  known  for  his  strong  support  of  public  education,  particularly  the  University 
of  Alberta,  and  his  active  involvement  in  community  affairs. 

Alexander  Cameron  Rutherford  was  born  on  February  2,  1857,  on  a farm  near 
Osgoode,  Carleton  County,  Ontario.  He  was  the  son  of  James  Rutherford  and 
Elizabeth  Cameron  and  was  a Baptist. 

He  was  educated  at  a local  public  school;  Metcalfe  High  School;  and  the 
Canadian  Literary  Institute,  a Baptist  College  located  at  Woodstock,  Ontario.  And 
in  1881,  he  graduated  from  McGill  University  in  Montreal,  receiving  Bachelor  of  Arts 
and  Bachelor  of  Civil  Law  degrees. 

Alexander  C.  Rutherford  was  called  to  the  Ontario  Bar  in  1885  and  practised 
law  for  ten  years  in  Kemptville,  Ontario,  as  a junior  partner  in  the  law  firm  of 
Hodgkins,  Kidd,  and  Rutherford.  On  December  19,  1888,  he  married  Mattie  Birkett, 
daughter  of  William  and  Elizabeth  Birkett  of  Ottawa,  Ontario.  His  father-in-law  was 
a former  Canadian  Member  of  Parliament.  Alexander  C.  Rutherford  and  his  wife 
Mattie  had  three  children:  Cecil  Alexander,  Hazel  Elizabeth,  and  Marjorie 

Cameron. 

In  1895,  Alexander  C.  Rutherford  and  his  family  moved  to  western  Canada, 
and  he  established  a law  practice  in  the  community  of  South  Edmonton,  District  of 
Alberta,  Northwest  Territories.  After  practising  law  on  his  own  for  nearly  five  years, 
he  established  the  firm  of  Rutherford  and  Jamieson  in  1899.  From  1896  to  1905,  he 
was  Secretary-Treasurer  of  the  South  Edmonton  School  Board  and  from  1899  to 
1906,  he  was  Secretary-Treasurer  of,  and  Solicitor  for,  the  Town  of  Strathcona.* 

In  1896  and  1898,  Alexander  C.  Rutherford  unsuccessfully  contested  the 
electoral  division  of  Edmonton  for  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  the  Northwest 
Territories.  In  1900,  he  was  elected  President  of  the  Strathcona  Liberal  Association 
and  supported  Frank  Oliver,  Editor  of  the  Edmonton  Bulletin,  at  the  federal  general 
election  of  that  year.  Alexander  C.  Rutherford  was  then  elected  to  the  Legislative 
Assembly  of  the  Northwest  Territories  for  Strathcona  in  1902,  and  subsequently 
served  as  Deputy  Speaker  of  the  Territorial  Assembly  from  1903  to  1905.  In  1903, 
he  was  elected  to  the  Council  of  the  Strathcona  Board  of  Trade.  Following  his 
election  £is  the  first  President  of  the  Liberal  Party  of  Alberta  in  August,  1905,  he  was 
appointed  Premier  of  Alberta  by  Lieutenant-Governor  George  H.V.  Bulyea  on 
September  2,  1905,  the  day  after  the  Province  of  Alberta  was  established.  His  gov- 


* In  1899,  the  community  of  South  Edmonton  was  incorporated  as  a town  and  renamed  "Strathcona." 
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From  the  Painting  by 
FL4.  Long 


THE  HONOURABLE  ALEXANDER  C.  RUTHERFORD 

1905-10 
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ernment  was  sustained  by  a large  majority  at  the  general  election  of  November  9, 

1905. 

As  well  as  serving  as  Premier,  or  President  of  Executive  Council,  during 
Alberta’s  First  Legislature,  Alexander  C.  Rutherford  was  also  Provincial  Treasurer 
and  Minister  of  Education.  His  Liberal  Government  established  the  law  necessary 
to  make  the  transition  from  territorial  to  provincial  status,  started  a public  telephone 
system,  expanded  roads  and  railways  within  the  Province,  constructed  a number  of 
public  buildings,  and  established  a teacher-training  facility  and  the  University  of 
Alberta.  As  well,  he  attended  the  Provincial  Premiers’  Conference  at  Ottawa  in 

1906,  was  a delegate  to  the  Imperial  Education  Conference  in  London  in  1907,  and 
was  a member  of  the  federal  government’s  Commission  of  Conservation  in  1909. 

At  the  general  election  of  1909,  the  Rutherford  Government  was  reelected  with 
another  strong  majority  and  Alexander  C.  Rutherford  continued  to  serve  as  Premier, 
Provincial  Treasurer,  and  Minister  of  Education.  However,  on  May  26,  1910,  he 
resigned  from  the  Cabinet.  His  government  had  become  badly  divided,  primarily  as 
a result  of  its  decision  to  guarantee  the  bonds  of  railway  companies,  in  particular 
those  of  the  Alberta  and  Great  Waterways  Railway.  He  continued  to  serve  in  the 
Alberta  Legislature  as  a Private  Member. 

In  1911,  he  initially  let  his  name  stand  for  the  federal  Liberal  nomination  for 
Edmonton,  but  later  withdrew  it  and,  in  1913,  he  ran  as  the  Liberal  candidate  at  the 
provincial  general  election  for  the  electoral  district  of  South  Edmonton,  but  was 
defeated.  In  1921,  he  campaigned  for  the  Conservative  Party  during  the  Alberta 
provincial  election. 

Following  his  electoral  defeat  in  1913,  Alexander  C.  Rutherford  returned  to 
the  practice  of  law  with  the  firm  Rutherford,  Jamieson,  and  Grant.  From  1916  to 
1918,  he  was  Alberta  Director  of  the  National  Service  Commission  and  immediately 
after  World  War  I,  he  served  cis  a member  of  the  Loan  Advisory  Committee  of  the 
Soldier  Settlement  Board.  And  finally,  from  1927  until  his  death  in  1941,  he  was 
Chancellor  of  the  University  of  Alberta. 

He  had  many  business  associations.  At  various  times,  he  was  President  of  the 
Edmonton  Mortgage  Corporation,  Vice-President  of  the  Great  Western  Garment 
Factory,  and  a member  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Canadian  National  Fire 
Insurance  Company,  the  Imperial  Canadian  Trust  Company,  the  Monarch  Life 
Assurance  Company,  and  the  Great  West  Permanent  Loan  Company. 

Alexander  C.  Rutherford  was  actively  involved  in  religious,  fraternal,  and 
community  organizations.  A list  of  some  of  these  associations  follows:  Ancient 
Order  of  United  Workmen;  Kemptville  Baptist  Church  Young  People’s  Union 
(President);  South  Edmonton  Athletic  Association  (President,  1896);  Order  of  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons  (Worthy  Master,  Acacia  Lodge,  1897);  South  Edmonton  Agri- 
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cultural  Society  (Auditor,  1897);  South  Edmonton  Literary  Institute  (Vice-President, 
1897);  Edmonton  District  Butter  and  Cheese  Manufacturing  Association  (Secretary, 
1899);  Deacon,  Trustee,  and  Auditor  of  First  Baptist  Church,  Edmonton;  I/)rd’s  Day 
Alliance  (Vice-President,  1905);  Baptist  Convention  of  Western  Canada  (President, 
1908);  Baptist  Union  (1911);  Senate  of  the  University  of  Alberta  (1911-27);  Advisory 
Board,  Y.M.C.A.  (1913-14);  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks  (First  Exalted 
Ruler,  1914);  Edmonton  Branch,  St.  Andrew’s  Society  (President,  1915-18); 
Edmonton  Branch,  Historical  Society  of  Alberta  (President,  1919-41);  McGill  Alumni 
Association  (President,  1922);  Edmonton  Club;  Mayfair  Golf  and  Country  Club 
(Charter  Member);  and  the  Northern  Alberta  Pioneers’  and  Old-Timers’  Association. 

Alexander  C.  Rutherford’s  service  to  his  community  and  the  Province  of 
Alberta  has  been  recognized  in  many  ways.  In  1911,  a new  elementary  school  in 
Edmonton  was  named  after  him;  in  1951,  a University  of  Alberta  library  was  named 
in  his  memory;  and  in  1954,  a mountain  which  is  located  in  Jasper  National  Park  was 
named  after  him.  A list  of  some  of  his  other  honors  follows:  Honorary  President, 
Edmonton  Football  Club  (1895);  Patron,  Strathcona  Curling  Club  (1902);  Honorary 
President  of  the  Strathcona  Baseball  Club,  Curling  Club,  and  Football  Club  (1903); 
Honorary  Doctor  of  Laws,  McMaster  University  (1907);  Honorary  Doctor  of  Laws, 
University  of  Toronto  (1907);  Honorary  Doctor  of  Laws,  University  of  Alberta 
(1908);  Jong’s  Counsel  (1913);  Honorary  Colonel  of  the  194th  Battalion,  Canadian 
Expeditionary  Force  (1916);  Honorary  Life  Member  of  the  Benevolent  and  Protective 
Order  of  Elks  (1916);  Honorary  Doctor  of  Laws,  McGill  University  (1931);  King’s 
Jubilee  Medal  (1935);  King’s  Coronation  Medal  (1937);  and  Honorary  President  of 
the  Canadian  Authors’  Association.  He  was  also  a Fellow  of  the  British  Association 
for  the  Advancement  of  Science  and  the  Royal  Colonial  Institute  of  London, 
England. 

During  his  lifetime,  Alexander  C.  Rutherford  collected  books  about  Canada. 
His  fine  collection  of  Canadiana  now  constitutes  part  of  the  collection  of  the 
Rutherford  Library  at  the  University  of  Alberta. 

Alexander  C.  Rutherford  died  on  June  11,  1941,  at  Edmonton,  Alberta,  and 
was  buried  in  the  Mount  Pleasant  Cemetery  in  that  city.  In  1974,  his  restored  home 
at  11153  Rutherford  Drive,  Edmonton,  was  officially  opened.  From  1912  to  1938, 
this  was  the  site  of  the  annual  Founder’s  Day  Tea  which  was  originated  and  hosted 
by  Alexander  C.  Rutherford  and  was  attended  by  the  students  and  staff  of  the 
University  of  Alberta. 
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THE  HONOURABLE  ARTHUR  L.  SIFTON,  1910-17 


Like  his  immediate  predecessor,  Alberta’s  second  Premier  was  also  a lawyer. 
Arthur  L.  Sifton  was  Alberta’s  first  Chief  Justice  and  played  a prominent  role  in 
territorial,  provincial,  and  federal  politics. 

Arthur  Lewis  Sifton  was  born  on  October  26,  1858,  at  St.  Johns,  Middlesex 
County,  Canada  West  (Ontario).  His  father  was  John  Wright  Sifton  who  eventually 
became  Speaker  of  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  Manitoba  and  President  of  the 
Manitoba  Free  Press  Publishing  Company.  His  mother  was  Kate  Watkins,  and  his 
younger  brother.  Sir  Clifford,  weis  prominent  in  Manitoba  and  federal  politics. 
Arthur  L.  Sifton  was  a Methodist. 

He  was  educated  at  various  public  schools  in  Ontario;  Wesley  College, 
Winnipeg,  Manitoba;  and  Victoria  University,  Cobourg,  Ontario,  which  was  later 
moved  to  Toronto.  In  1880,  he  received  a Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  from  Victoria 
University  in  Cobourg. 

In  1882,  he  married  Mary  H.  Deering  of  Cobourg,  Ontario.  They  had  two 
children:  Nellie  Louise  and  Lewis  Raymond. 

In  May,  1880,  he  began  studying  law  in  Winnipeg  and  was  admitted  to  the 
Manitoba  Bar  in  1883.  From  1883  to  1885,  he  practised  law  with  his  brother  Clifford 
at  Brandon,  Manitoba.  Following  that,  he  practised  law  at  Prince  Albert,  Northwest 
Territories,  from  1885  to  1888,  and  after  1889,  he  practised  law  at  Calgary,  Northwest 
Territories. 

In  1882,  he  was  elected  to  the  first  Town  Council  of  Brandon,  Manitoba.  In 
1889,  after  he  had  moved  to  Calgary,  he  was  elected  to  the  Legislative  Assembly  of 
the  Northwest  Territories  as  the  Member  for  the  electoral  district  of  Banff.  From 
1901  to  1903,  he  served  as  the  territorial  Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 

In  1903,  Arthur  L.  Sifton  was  appointed  Chief  Justice  of  the  Northwest 
Territories  by  Prime  Minister  Sir  Wilfred  Laurier.  After  the  Province  of  Alberta  was 
established,  he  was  appointed  Chief  Justice  of  that  jurisdiction  in  1907.  He  resigned 
as  Chief  Justice  and  was  appointed  Premier  of  Alberta  effective  May  26,  1910,  by 
Lieutenant-Governor  George  H.V.  Bulyea.  He  was  elected  the  Member  for 
Vermilion  at  a by-election  held  on  June  30,  1910,  and  his  government  was  sustained 
at  the  general  elections  of  1913  and  1917. 

As  well  as  serving  as  Premier,  Arthur  L.  Sifton  was  also  Provincial  Treasurer 
(1910-12,  1913),  Minister  of  Public  Works  (1910-12),  and  Minister  of  Railways  and 
Telephones  (1911-17).  During  his  tenure  as  Premier,  he  expanded  railway  service, 
promoted  the  transfer  of  the  control  over  natural  resources  from  the  federal 
government  to  the  provincial  government,  and  successfully  held  together  a divided 
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Alberta  Liberal  Party.  In  1916,  women  were  given  the  right  to  vote  and  two  women 
were  appointed  Magistrates.  Following  a plebiscite  in  1915,  the  Sifton  Government 
enacted  legislation  in  1916  that  severely  restricted  the  sale,  distribution,  and 
consumption  of  alcoholic  beverages. 

On  October  30,  1917,  Arthur  L.  Sifton  resigned  as  Premier  of  Alberta  in  order 
to  join  the  federal  Union  Government  of  Prime  Minister  Sir  Robert  Borden.  At  the 
general  election  of  December  17,  1917,  he  was  elected  Member  of  Parliament  for 
Medicine  Hat.  In  1917,  he  was  appointed  Minister  of  Customs;  in  1918,  he  was 
appointed  Minister  of  Customs  and  Internal  Revenue;  and  in  1919,  he  was  appointed 
Minister  of  Public  Works;  and  later  the  same  year,  he  was  appointed  Secretary  of 
State.  As  well,  in  1919,  he  served  as  a member  of  the  Canadian  delegation  to  the 
Paris  Peace  Conference  and,  in  1920,  he  was  appointed  to  the  United  Kingdom  Privy 
Council. 

A list  of  some  of  Arthur  L.  Sifton’s  honors  follows:  King’s  Counsel  (1902); 
Honorary  Master  of  Arts,  Victoria  University,  Cobourg,  Ontario  (1888);  Honorary 
Bachelor  of  Law,  Victoria  University,  Cobourg,  Ontario  (1888);  and  Honorary  Doctor 
of  Civil  Law,  University  of  Alberta  (1908).  In  1911,  he  represented  Alberta  at  the 
coronation  of  King  George  V. 

Arthur  L.  Sifton  died  on  January  21,  1921,  at  Ottawa,  Ontario,  and  was  buried 
in  the  Beechwood  Cemetery  at  Vanier,  Ontario.  A boulevard  in  the  city  of  Calgary 
and  an  elementary  school  in  Edmonton  are  named  in  his  memory. 
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THE  HONOURABLE  CHARLES  STEWART,  1917-21 


Charles  Stewart  was  a pioneer  farmer  from  the  Killam  district  of  Alberta  who 
rose  to  prominence  in  provincial  and  federal  politics.  He  was  Alberta’s  first  Minister 
of  Municipal  Affairs. 

Charles  Stewart  was  born  on  August  26, 1868,  at  Strabane,  Wentworth  County, 
Ontario.  He  was  the  son  of  Charles  Stewart,  Senior,  and  Catherine  Finlay.  Charles 
Stewart  was  educated  at  Strabane  and,  from  the  time  of  his  marriage,  was  a member 
of  the  Church  of  England  (Anglican). 

On  December  17,  1891,  he  married  Jane  Russell  Sneath,  daughter  of  George 
Sneath  and  Christiana  Munro  of  Midhurst,  Ontario.  They  had  eight  children: 
George  Sneath,  Catherine  Isabel,  Charles  Herbert,  Christiana  Munro  Sneath,  Robina 
Jane  Millicent,  Frederick  John,  Roseanna  Alice,  and  Henry  Alexander  Russell. 

In  1884,  the  Stewart  family  moved  from  their  farm  near  Strabane  to  a farm 
near  Barrie,  Ontario.  Following  the  death  of  his  father  in  1892,  Charles  Stewart  was 
responsible  for  the  family  farm.  Following  a disastrous  storm  in  1904,  he  decided  to 
move  west.  In  1905,  he  began  homesteading  near  Killam,  Alberta,  supplementing  his 
income  by  working  as  a stonemason  and  bricklayer.  After  a hailstorm  destroyed  his 
crop  in  1906  and  a strike  prevented  him  from  working  in  construction,  he  went  into 
the  real  estate  and  the  farm  implement  businesses  to  help  fund  his  farm. 

In  1909,  Charles  Stewart  accepted  the  Liberal  nomination  for  the  electoral 
district  of  Sedgewick  and  was  elected  by  acclamation.  He  was  reelected  in  1913, 
again  by  acclamation,  and  in  1917.  From  1912  to  1913,  he  served  as  Minister  of 
Municipal  Affairs,  a new  department  that  he  organized.  And  from  1913  to  1917,  he 
served  as  Minister  of  Public  Works. 

When  Premier  Sifton  resigned  to  join  the  federal  government,  Charles  Stewart 
was  appointed  Premier  by  Lieutenant-Governor  Dr.  Robert  G.  Brett  effective 
October  30,  1917.  As  well  as  serving  as  President  of  Executive  Council,  Charles 
Stewart  was  also  appointed  Minister  of  Railways  and  Telephones  and  served  in  that 
capacity  from  1917  to  1921.  In  June  of  1918,  Charles  Stewart  and  the  Premiers  of 
Saskatchewan  and  Manitoba  were  received  by  King  George  V at  Buckingham  Palace 
when  they  were  on  their  way  to  France  to  visit  Canadian  troops.  In  1919,  he 
officiated  when  the  Prince  of  Wales  laid  the  cornerstone  for  a Veterans’  Memorial 
Hall  in  Edmonton.  At  the  general  election  of  1921,  although  he  himself  was 
reelected  by  acclamation,  his  government  was  defeated  by  the  United  Farmers  of 
Alberta.  He  resigned  from  the  Office  of  Premier  effective  August  13,  1921. 

Following  the  federal  election  of  1921,  Charles  Stewart  was  invited  to  join  the 
federal  government  and  was  appointed  Minister  of  the  Interior  and  Mines  (1921-26), 
General  Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs  (1921-26),  and  Acting  Minister  of  Immi- 
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gration  and  Colonization  (1921-23).  In  1921,  he  was  also  appointed  to  the  Canadian 
Privy  Council.  As  there  were  no  federal  Liberal  seats  in  Alberta,  at  a by-election  in 
1922,  he  was  elected  as  the  Member  of  Parliament  for  the  electoral  district  of 
Argenteuil,  Quebec.  In  1926,  the  federal  Liberal  Government  was  defeated.  At  the 
general  election  later  the  same  year,  Charles  Stewart  was  reelected,  this  time  as  the 
Member  for  Edmonton  West.  As  the  Liberals  had  been  returned  to  office,  he  was 
reappointed  Minister  of  the  Interior  and  continued  in  this  role  until  the  general 
election  of  1930.  It  was  during  his  second  term  as  Minister  of  the  Interior  that  the 
jurisdiction  over  Alberta’s  natural  resources  was  transferred  from  the  federal  to  the 
provincial  government  in  1930. 

In  1927,  Charles  Stewart  was  appointed  to  represent  Canada  at  the  League  of 
Nations  in  Geneva  and,  in  1930,  he  was  reelected  as  the  Member  for  Edmonton 
West.  However,  at  the  general  election  of  1935,  he  was  defeated  when  he  ran  as  the 
Liberal  candidate  for  Jasper-Edson. 

In  1936,  Charles  Stewart  was  appointed  Chairman  of  the  Canadian  Section  of 
the  International  Joint  Commission  that  studied  U.S.  boundary  waterways  and,  in 
1938,  he  was  named  Chairman  of  the  Canadian  Section  of  the  British  Columbia- 
Yukon- Alaska  Highway  Commission. 

Charles  Stewart  was  active  in  church,  community,  and  municipal  organizations. 
A list  of  some  of  his  activities  and  associations  follows:  he  was  Superintendent  of  the 
Sunday  school  for  the  Church  of  England  at  Midhurst,  Ontario;  he  served  on  the 
Financial  Board  of  Christ  Church  Cathedral  in  Ottawa;  he  was  a member  of  the 
Rideau  Curling  Club  in  Ottawa;  and  he  was  a Charter  Member  of  the  Chaudiere 
Golf  Club  in  Ottawa. 

In  1925,  Charles  Stewart  received  a Diploma  of  Merit  and  Medal  of  Honor 
(Bene  Merenti)  from  the  Directing  Committee  of  the  Vatican  Missionary  Exposition 
for  his  support  of  the  Oblate  missionaries  in  their  work  with  Native  people.  In  1930, 
he  was  presented  with  the  Randolph  Bruce  Gold  Medal  in  Science  by  the  Canadian 
Institute  of  Mining  and  Metallurgy  at  their  annual  meeting  for  his  support  of 
Canadian  mining. 

Charles  Stewart  died  on  December  6, 1946,  at  Ottawa,  Ontario,  and  was  buried 
in  the  Beechwood  Cemetery  at  Vanier,  Ontario. 
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THE  HONOURABLE  HERBERT  GREENFIELD,  1921-25 


From  1921  to  1925,  Herbert  Greenfield  presided  over  the  Province’s  first 
United  Farmers  of  Alberta  Government.  As  one  would  expect,  this  government 
derived  most  of  its  support  from  rural  Alberta  and  sought  social,  economic,  and 
political  reform.  It  was  particularly  opposed  to  high  interest  rates  for  farm  credit, 
protective  tariffs,  and  party  politics  in  government. 

Herbert  Greenfield  was  born  on  November  25,  1869,  at  Winchester,  England. 
He  was  the  son  of  John  Greenfield  and  Mary  Leake,  and  he  attended  the  Wesleyan 
School  at  Dalston,  Cumberland,  England,  before  his  family  emigrated  to  Canada  in 
1892. 

After  his  family’s  arrival  in  Canada,  Herbert  Greenfield  worked  as  a farm 
laborer  in  Hamilton  and  Middlesex  Counties,  Ontario.  On  February  28,  1900,  he 
married  Elizabeth  Harris,  daughter  of  Samuel  Harris  of  Strathroy,  Ontario.  They  had 
two  children:  Franklin  H.  and  Arnold  L.  Following  the  death  of  his  first  wife  in 
1922,  Herbert  Greenfield  married  Marjorie  Greenwood  Cormack  in  1926.  As  a 
consequence  of  this  marriage,  he  had  two  step-children:  Frank  Cormack  and  Mrs. 
James  Lougheed. 

In  1906,  Herbert  Greenfield  moved  to  the  Westlock  district  of  Alberta  in  order 
to  homestead  and  became  a successful  farmer  and  was  active  in  community  affairs. 
He  served  as  Secretary-Treasurer  of  the  local  school  board  for  twelve  years.  President 
of  the  Westlock  Agricultural  Society,  and  President  of  the  Alberta  Association  of 
Municipal  Districts. 

Herbert  Greenfield  was  originally  a Liberal.  However,  as  time  passed,  he 
became  involved  with  the  United  Farmers  of  Alberta.  He  chaired  the  1920  and  1921 
annual  conventions  and  was  the  chief  organizer  of  the  U.F.A.’s  extremely  successful 
membership  drive  in  1920.  At  the  time  of  the  1921  election,  he  was  one  of  the 
Association’s  Directors  and  following  the  untimely  death  of  Percival  Baker  of  Ponoka 
on  election  day,  he  became  interim  Vice-President.  After  the  electoral  victory  of  the 
U.F.A.  in  1921,  Henry  Wise  Wood,  who  was  serving  as  President  of  the  U.F.A.,  was 
asked  to  form  the  new  government.  However,  he  declined.  John  E.  Brownlee  would 
not  undertake  the  task,  at  this  time,  because  he  felt  that  the  new  Premier  should  be 
a farmer.  After  further  deliberations,  Herbert  Greenfield  was  finally  persuaded  to 
accept  the  leadership  and  was  appointed  Premier  effective  August  13,  1921,  by 
Lieutenant-Governor  Dr.  Robert  G.  Brett.  Since  Herbert  Greenfield  had  not  run  in 
the  1921  general  election,  he  had  no  seat.  Consequently,  D.M.  Kennedy,  the  U.F.A. 
Member  for  Peace  River,  resigned  to  accommodate  him.  On  December  9,  1921, 
Herbert  Greenfield  was  declared  elected  by  acclamation.  As  well  as  serving  as 
President  of  Executive  Council,  he  was  also  Provincial  Secretary  (1921-23),  Provincial 
Treasurer  (1921-23),  and  Minister  of  Municipal  Affairs  (1923-25). 
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Although  the  base  of  their  political  support  stemmed  from  rural  Alberta,  from 
the  beginning,  the  U.F.  A.  Government  determined  that  it  would  adopt  legislation  that 
would  benefit  all  segments  of  society.  During  Premier  Greenfield’s  term,  Alberta’s 
roads,  health,  and  educational  services  were  improved.  As  well,  in  1924,  his 
government  repealed  prohibition  and  established  the  Alberta  Liquor  Control  Board. 
However,  in  spite  of  considerable  pressure  from  the  U.F.A.  Party,  the  government 
did  not  establish  a government-owned  bank  that  would  issue  its  own  currency  and 
provide  low  interest  loans  to  farmers. 

As  time  passed,  divisions  developed  among  the  supporters  of  the  U.F.A. 
Government  regarding  policy  issues.  Stating  that  "it  has  become  increasingly  evident 
that  there  is  not  the  full  accord  between  supporters  of  the  government  and  myself 
which  is  essential  to  the  successful  continuation  of  any  administration,"  Herbert 
Greenfield  resigned  as  Premier  effective  November  23,  1925. 

In  1927,  Herbert  Greenfield  was  appointed  Agent  General  for  Alberta  in 
London,  England.  In  that  capacity,  he  experienced  considerable  success  attracting 
immigrants  and  English  capital  to  Alberta.  Following  the  closure  of  the  Agent 
General’s  office  in  1931,  he  returned  to  Alberta  and  resided  in  Calgary. 

At  that  point,  he  became  involved  in  the  petroleum  industry.  Herbert 
Greenfield  was  President  and  Managing  Director  of  Calmont  Oil  and  a Director  of 
the  Home  Oil  Company.  He  also  served  as  President  of  the  Oil  and  Gas  Association 
which  amalgamated  with  the  Petroleum  Producers’  Association  in  1936.  Later,  he 
served  as  President  of  the  Alberta  Petroleum  Association  and  was  influential  in 
getting  Alberta  oil  royalties  listed  on  the  Toronto  Stock  Exchange  in  1940. 

Herbert  Greenfield  also  served  as  President  of  the  Calgary  Board  of  Trade  and 
Managing  Director  of  the  British  Dominions  Land  Settlement  Corporation.  He  was 
a member  of  the  Renfrew  and  Glencoe  Clubs  in  Calgary. 

Herbert  Greenfield  died  on  August  23,  1949,  at  Calgary,  Alberta,  and  was 
buried  in  the  Union  Cemetery  in  that  city.  In  1968,  an  elementary  school  in 
Edmonton  was  named  in  his  memory. 
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THE  HONOURABLE  JOHN  E.  BROWNLEE,  1925-34 


John  E.  Brownlee  was  the  dominant  figure  in  the  United  Farmers  of  Alberta 
Government  during  its  fourteen  years  of  power.  His  greatest  accomplishment  as 
Premier  was  negotiating  the  transfer  of  the  ownership  of  Alberta’s  natural  resources 
from  the  federal  to  the  provincial  government. 

John  Edward  Brownlee  was  born  on  August  27,  1884,  at  Port  Ryerse,  Norfolk 
County,  Ontario.  He  was  the  son  of  William  James  Brownlee,  a general  merchant, 
and  Christina  Shaw.  In  1890,  his  family  moved  to  Bradshaw,  Ontario.  John  E. 
Brownlee  was  a Methodist. 

He  attended  public  school  in  Port  Ryerse  and  Bradshaw  and  graduated  from 
the  Sarnia  Collegiate  Institute  with  a Junior  Matriculation.  He  then  attended  the 
Sarnia  Model  (teacher  training)  School  and  taught  public  school  at  Bradshaw  during 
1902-1903.  Afterward,  he  attended  Victoria  College  at  the  University  of  Toronto  and 
graduated  with  a Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  in  1908. 

In  1909,  he  secured  a position  with  the  Calgary  law  firm  of  Lougheed,  Bennett, 
Allison,  and  McLaws.  Later,  he  transferred  his  articles  to  the  firm  of  Muir,  Jephson, 
and  Adams  and,  after  three  years  of  study,  was  admitted  to  the  Alberta  Bar  in  1912. 

On  December  23,  1912,  he  married  Florence  Agnes  Edy,  daughter  of  James 
N.  Edy  of  Toronto,  Ontario.  They  had  two  children:  John  Edy  and  Alan  Marshall. 

After  John  E.  Brownlee  was  admitted  to  the  Alberta  Bar,  he  continued  to  work 
for  the  firm  Muir,  Jephson,  and  Adams,  eventually  becoming  a junior  partner  in  1914. 
During  his  early  years  of  practice,  he  did  a considerable  amount  of  legal  work  for  the 
Alberta  Farmers’  Co-operative  Elevator  Company  Limited,  which  eventually  became 
the  United  Grain  Growers  Company  Limited  in  1917.  In  1919,  he  became  the 
General  Solicitor  for  the  U.G.G.  and  the  General  Manager  of  U.G.G.  Securities 
Company  Limited.  As  well,  he  was  legal  counsel  to  the  United  Farmers  of  Alberta 
and  played  a prominent  part  in  the  organization  of  the  Alberta  Wheat  Pool. 

At  the  provincial  election  of  1921,  John  E.  Brownlee  was  not  a candidate. 
However,  following  that  election,  he  was  asked  to  serve  as  Attorney-General  in  the 
new  United  Farmers  of  Alberta  Government.  At  a by-election  on  December  9, 1921, 
he  was  elected,  by  acclamation,  the  Member  for  the  electoral  district  of  Ponoka.  The 
former  Member  for  Ponoka,  Percival  Baker,  had  been  killed  in  an  accident. 
Following  the  resignation  of  Premier  Greenfield,  John  E.  Brownlee  was  appointed 
Premier  of  Alberta  by  Lieutenant-Governor  Dr.  William  Egbert  effective 
November  23,  1925.  As  well  as  serving  as  President  of  Executive  Council,  John  E. 
Brownlee  was  also  Attorney  General  (1921-26)  and  Provincial  Secretary  (1926-34). 
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He  was  reelected  in  1926  and  again,  by  acclamation,  in  1930. 

Premier  Brownlee’s  first  government  (1925-30)  succeeded  in  passing  drought 
relief  legislation  and,  in  1928,  sold  the  financially  burdensome  Alberta  and  Great 
Waterways  Railway  and  Edmonton,  Dunvegan,  and  British  Columbia  Railway  to  the 
Canadian  National  Railway  and  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway.  In  1929,  he 
successfully  negotiated  the  long-sought  transfer  of  the  control  of  Alberta’s  natural 
resources  from  the  federal  to  the  provincial  government.  This  transfer  took  effect 
in  1930.  And,  in  1933,  he  served  on  the  Royal  Commission  on  Banking  and 
Currency.  However,  during  the  latter  part  of  his  second  administration  (1930-34),  the 
U.F.A.  Government  was  perceived  as  not  dealing  effectively  with  the  problems 
created  by  the  Great  Economic  Depression  which  had  begun  in  1929.  Following  a 
civil  suit  which  was  brought  against  him  in  1933,  John  E.  Brownlee  resigned  as 
Premier  effective  July  10,  1934.  He  then  continued  to  serve  in  the  Alberta 
Legislature  as  a Private  Member  until  he  was  defeated  at  the  general  election  of 
August  22,  1935. 

After  he  left  politics,  John  E.  Brownlee  returned  to  the  practice  of  law  in 
Edmonton.  Within  a year,  he  was  Legal  Counsel  for  the  United  Grain  Growers  once 
again  and,  in  1948,  he  was  appointed  President  and  General  Manager  of  the  same 
firm.  He  served  in  that  capacity  until  1961.  During  the  1950’s,  he  negotiated  the 
Second  and  Third  International  Wheat  Agreements,  which  were  concerned  with  the 
stabilization  of  price  and  supply. 

John  E.  Brownlee  was  appointed  King’s  Counsel  in  1922.  He  served  as 
Secretary  of  the  Victoria  College  Alumni  Association;  a member  of  the  executive  of 
the  Canadian  Federation  of  Agriculture;  and  one  of  the  original  members  of  the 
National  Productivity  Council,  which  was  the  forerunner  of  the  Economic  Council  of 
Canada;  and  he  was  an  Honorary  Life  Member  of  the  United  Farmers  of  Alberta. 
He  was  also  a member  of  the  Ancient,  Free,  and  Accepted  Masons;  the  Kiwanis 
Club;  the  Edmonton  Golf  and  Country  Club;  and  the  St.  Andrew’s  Golf  and  Country 
Club  in  Calgary.  In  1960,  he  was  made  a member  of  the  Order  of  the  Buffalo  Hunt 
by  Duff  Roblin,  Premier  of  Manitoba. 

John  E.  Brownlee  died  on  July  15,  1961,  at  Calgary,  Alberta,  and  was  buried 
in  the  Evergreen  Memorial  Gardens  northeast  of  Edmonton.  A provincial 
government  building  in  Edmonton  is  named  in  his  memory. 
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THE  HONOURABLE  RICHARD  G.  REID,  1934-35 

After  serving  as  a Cabinet  Minister  for  thirteen  years,  Richard  G.  Reid  was 
appointed  Premier  of  Alberta  by  Lieutenant-Governor  William  L.  Walsh  following 
the  resignation  of  John  E.  Brownlee  in  1934.  His  was  the  briefest  administration  in 
the  history  of  the  Province. 

Richard  Gavin  Reid  was  born  on  January  17,  1879,  at  Glasgow,  Scotland.  He 
was  the  son  of  George  Reid  and  Margaret  Ogston.  Richard  G.  Reid  attended 
Hutchinson’s  Grammar  School  in  Glasgow  and  was  a Presbyterian. 

He  served  in  the  South  African  War  (1900-1902)  in  the  Royal  Army  Medical 
Corp  with  the  rank  of  Lance-Sergeant.  Following  his  immigration  to  Canada  in  1903, 
he  worked  briefly  on  a farm  at  Killarney  near  Winnipeg,  Manitoba,  and  following 
that,  in  a lumber  camp  in  western  Ontario.  In  1904,  he  began  homesteading  in  the 
Mannville  district  of  Alberta  when  it  was  still  part  of  the  Northwest  Territories. 

On  September  19, 1919,  he  married  Marion  Stuart,  daughter  of  Kenneth  Stuart 
of  Mannville,  Alberta.  They  had  five  children:  Stuart,  Flora,  James,  Richard,  and 
Kathleen. 

Prior  to  his  election  as  a Member  of  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  Alberta, 
Richard  G.  Reid  served  on  the  Mannville  Hospital  Board,  was  a member  of  the 
Buffalo  Coulee  Municipal  Council,  served  as  Reeve  of  the  Buffalo  Coulee  Council, 
and  was  President  of  the  Battle  River  United  Farmers  of  Alberta  political 
association. 

At  the  provincial  general  election  of  July  18, 1921,  he  was  elected  the  Member 
for  the  electoral  district  of  Vermilion.  During  his  political  career,  he  served  as 
Minister  of  Public  Health  (1921-23),  Minister  of  Municipal  Affairs  (1921-23, 1925-34), 
Provincial  Treasurer  (1923-34),  and  Minister  of  Lands  and  Mines  (1930-34).  Richard 
G.  Reid’s  greatest  contribution  to  the  Province  of  Alberta  was  his  ten  year  tenure  as 
Provincial  Treasurer  during  the  Greenfield  and  Brownlee  administrations.  During 
that  period  of  time,  he  was  involved  in  all  major  provincial  financial  matters. 

Following  the  resignation  of  John  E.  Brownlee,  Richard  G.  Reid  was  appointed 
Premier  of  Alberta  by  Lieutenant-Governor  William  L.  Walsh  effective  July  10, 1934. 
As  well  as  serving  as  President  of  Executive  Council,  Richard  G.  Reid  was  also 
Provincial  Secretary  (1934-35).  During  his  brief  administration  as  Premier,  measures 
were  taken  to  provide  debt  relief  for  farmers  and  access  to  telephone  service  for  all 
Albertans.  When  political  support  for  his  United  Farmers  of  Alberta  Government 
shifted  to  the  Social  Credit  and  Cooperative  Commonwealth  Federation  (C.C.F.) 
Parties,  he  was  defeated  at  the  general  election  of  August  22,  1935. 

Following  his  tenure  as  Premier,  which  officially  ended  on  September  3,  1935, 
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Richard  G.  Reid  became  a commission  agent,  and  he  also  served  on  the  Canadian 
Government  Mobilization  Board  during  World  War  II.  During  the  latter  part  of  his 
life,  he  was  in  charge  of  the  Canadian  Utilities  Limited  Library  in  Edmonton. 

Richard  G.  Reid  was  an  Honorary  Member  of  the  Edmonton  Library 
Association. 

He  died  at  Edmonton  on  October  17,  1980,  and  his  ashes  were  buried  in  the 
Edmonton  Cemetery. 
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THE  HONOURABLE  WILLIAM  ABERHART,  1935-43 


The  Honourable  William  Aberhart  was  Premier  of  Alberta’s  first  Social  Credit 
Government.  Representatives  of  the  Social  Credit  Party  governed  the  Province  for 
thirty-five  years  (1935-68).  This  record  has  never  been  surpassed. 

William  Aberhart  was  born  on  December  30,  1878,  on  a farm  near  Kippen  in 
Hibbert  Township,  Perth  County,  Ontario.  He  was  the  son  of  William  Aberhart, 
Senior,  and  Louisa  Pepper.  William  Aberhart  was  a Baptist. 

He  attended  a local  public  school,  the  Seaforth  Collegiate  Institute,  and  the 
Chatham  Business  College.  As  well,  he  completed  teacher  training  programs  at  the 
Mitchell  Model  School  and  the  Ontario  Normal  School  at  Hamilton,  Ontario. 
During  the  period  1907-11,  he  earned  a Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  from  Queen’s 
University  at  Kingston,  Ontario,  through  that  organization’s  extension  program. 

In  1899,  William  Aberhart  began  teaching  public  school  at  Morris  School, 
which  was  located  near  Wingham,  Ontario.  In  1901,  he  moved  to  Brantford,  Ontario, 
and  began  teaching  commercial  subjects  at  Central  Public  School  in  that  community. 

On  July  30,  1902,  he  married  Jessie  Flatt  of  Galt,  Ontario.  They  had  two 
daughters:  Ola  Janet  and  Khona  Louise. 

William  Aberhart  was  appointed  Principal  of  Central  Public  School  in  1905. 
During  the  period  of  time  that  he  lived  in  Brantford,  he  also  preached,  on  a relief 
basis,  at  several  local  churches  and  conducted  Bible  classes. 

He  moved  to  Calgary  in  1910  and,  during  the  period  1910-15,  was  Principal  of 
three  public  schools  in  that  city  (Alexandra,  Mount  Royal,  and  King  Edward).  In 
1915,  he  was  appointed  Principal  of  Crescent  Heights  High  School  in  Calgary  and 
served  in  that  capacity  for  twenty  years.  During  this  period  of  time,  William 
Aberhart  preached  at  various  churches  in  the  Calgary  area  and  conducted  Bible 
classes. 

In  1925,  the  Calgary  Prophetic  Bible  Conference  passed  a motion  to  establish 
a Bible  institute,  which  later  was  called  the  Calgary  Prophetic  Bible  Institute,  and 
appointed  William  Aberhart  as  Dean.  The  same  year,  William  Aberhart  began 
broadcasting  his  Sunday  afternoon  lectures  on  the  radio.  These  broadcasts  eventually 
had  a large  listening  audience  in  the  Provinces  of  Alberta,  Manitoba,  Saskatchewan, 
British  Columbia,  and  the  adjacent  states  of  the  U.S.A. 

As  a consequence  of  the  hardships  wrought  by  the  Great  Economic 
Depression,  in  the  early  1930’s,  William  Aberhart  became  interested  in  the  monetary 
theories  of  Major  C.H.  Douglas,  a British  engineer.  Collectively,  these  theories  are 
known  as  "social  credit"  and  are  concerned  with  the  "discrepancy  between  the  costs 
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of  production  and  the  purchasing  power  of  individuals.  A Social  Credit  Government 
would  supplement  individuals’  purchasing  power  through  direct  grants."*  Between 
the  years  1932  and  1935,  William  Aberhart  and  the  Social  Credit  League  tried  to 
persuade  the  United  Farmers  of  Alberta  Government  to  adopt  some  social  credit 
policy.  When  these  attempts  failed,  William  Aberhart  organized  Alberta’s  Social 
Credit  Party,  and  its  representatives  contested  the  1935  provincial  election  and  won 
it  by  a large  majority. 

Although  he  had  not  presented  himself  as  a candidate  at  the  1935  provincial 
election,  because  he  was  Leader  of  the  Social  Credit  Party,  effective  September  3, 
1935,  William  Aberhart  was  appointed  Premier  of  the  Province  of  Alberta  by 
Lieutenant-Governor  William  L.  Walsh.  On  the  same  date,  William  Aberhart  was 
also  appointed  Minister  of  Education.  Subsequently,  on  November  3,  1935,  a by- 
election  was  held  in  the  electoral  district  of  Okotoks-High  River,  and  William 
Aberhart  was  elected  by  acclamation.  On  September  5,  1937,  he  was  appointed 
Attorney  General.  Following  the  general  election  of  1940,  he  continued  to  serve  as 
Premier,  Attorney  General,  and  Minister  of  Education,  but  represented  the  multi- 
Member  electoral  district  of  Calgary. 

During  its  first  term  in  office,  the  Social  Credit  Government  was  successful  in 
legislating  its  "prosperity  certificate"  program.  However,  it  was  not  successful  in  its 
attempts  to  legislate  changes  in  the  administration  of  banks  and  the  operation  of 
newspapers  in  the  Province.  These  latter  bills  were  declared  ultra  vires 
(i.e.  unconstitutional).  The  Social  Credit  Party  was  reelected  at  the  provincial 
general  election  of  1940  and,  subsequently,  it  made  changes  to  Alberta’s  educational 
system  and  labor  laws  and  established  oil  and  gas  conservation  and  provincial 
marketing  boards. 

During  a visit  to  Vancouver,  British  Columbia,  William  Aberhart  died 
unexpectedly  on  May  23,  1943.  He  was  buried  in  the  Forest  Lawn  Cemetery  at 
Burnaby.  The  Aberhart  Centre,  a long-term  medical  care  centre  in  Edmonton, 
Alberta,  is  named  in  his  memory. 


* McMeney,  John,  The  Language  of  Canadian  Politics:  A Guide  to  Important  Terms  and  Concepts,  Toronto:  John 
Wil^  & Sons  Canada,  Limited,  1980,  p.  254. 
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THE  HONOURABLE  ERNEST  C.  MANNING,  1943-68 


The  Honourable  Ernest  C.  Manning  has  the  distinction  of  having  served  as 
Premier  of  Alberta  longer  than  any  other  person.  As  well,  when  he  was  appointed 
Premier,  he  was  the  second  youngest  First  Minister  in  the  history  of  Commonwealth 
parliaments. 

Ernest  Charles  Manning  was  born  on  September  20, 1908,  at  Carnduff,  Saskat- 
chewan, and  is  the  son  of  George  H.  Manning,  a farmer,  and  Elisabeth  M.  Dickson. 
Ernest  C.  Manning  is  a Baptist. 

He  began  his  education  at  Glenpayne  School  near  Rosetown,  Saskatchewan. 
As  a consequence  of  listening  to  William  Aberhart’s  radio  broadcasts,  he  enrolled  as 
a student  at  the  Calgary  Prophetic  Bible  Institute  in  1927.  He  was  the  first  graduate 
of  that  organization.  During  the  last  year  of  his  study  program,  he  became  a member 
of  the  teaching  staff  and  was  later  named  Executive  Secretary. 

In  1930,  Ernest  C.  Manning  began  speaking  on  the  Calgary  Prophetic  Bible 
Institute’s  radio  broadcasts  with  William  Aberhart.  After  the  death  of  Premier 
William  Aberhart  in  1943,  he  continued  these  broadcasts  on  his  own,  and  they  were 
eventually  broadcast  on  over  ninety  radio  stations  across  Canada,  from  Halifax  to 
Vancouver,  and  had  a large  listening  audience. 

Ernest  C.  Manning  was  first  elected  to  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  Alberta  at 
the  general  election  of  1935.  He  was  a member  of  the  Social  Credit  Party  and 
represented  the  multi-Member  electoral  district  of  Calgary.  In  September  and 
October  of  the  same  year,  he  was  appointed  Provincial  Secretary  and  Minister  of 
Trade  and  Industry,  respectively.  He  served  in  these  capacities  from  1935  to  1943. 

On  April  14,  1936,  he  married  Muriel  Preston,  who  was  the  pianist  at  the 
Calgary  Prophetic  Bible  Institute.  The  bride  was  given  away  by  Premier  William 
Aberhart.  Ernest  C.  and  Muriel  Manning  had  two  children:  Keith  and  Preston. 
Keith  died  in  1986.  Preston  Manning  is  the  current  leader  of  the  Reform  Party  of 
Canada. 

When  World  War  II  began,  Ernest  C.  Manning  joined  the  Forty-ninth  Battalion 
of  the  Canadian  Army  Militia  and  qualified  as  a Lieutenant.  In  1943,  he  was 
promoted  to  the  rank  of  Captain.  He  had  to  discontinue  his  military  duties  when  he 
was  appointed  Premier  of  Alberta. 

Following  the  death  of  Premier  William  Aberhart  on  May  23,  1943,  the  Social 
Credit  Caucus  chose  Ernest  C.  Manning  to  be  Leader  of  their  party  and  Premier. 
He  was  appointed  Premier  of  Alberta  effective  May  31,  1943,  by  Lieutenant- 
Governor  John  C.  Bowen.  During  his  twenty-five  year  tenure  as  Premier,  Ernest  C. 
Manning  also  held  various  cabinet  positions.  From  1944  to  1954,  he  was  Provincial 
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Treasurer;  from  1952  to  1962,  he  was  Minister  of  Mines  and  Minerals;  and  from  1955 
to  1968,  he  was  Attorney  General.  During  the  years  1940  to  1968,  he  was  reelected 
to  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  Alberta  eight  consecutive  times.  From  1940  to  1959, 
he  represented  the  multi-Member  electoral  district  of  Edmonton,  and  from  1959  to 
1968,  he  represented  Strathcona  Eeist. 

During  Ernest  C.  Manning’s  period  of  service  as  Premier,  Alberta  became 
Canada’s  major  oil-producing  province  following  the  discovery  of  the  Leduc  field  in 
1947  and  the  Redwater  field  in  1948.  Education,  health,  and  highways  were  priorities 
of  Premier  Manning’s  Government.  In  1947,  it  legislated  free  hospital  and  medical 
care  for  senior  citizens  and,  in  1965,  provincial  civil  servants  were  given  the  right  to 
engage  in  collective  bargaining. 

In  1967,  Ernest  C.  Manning’s  book  Political  Realignment:  A Challenge  to 
Thoughtful  Canadians  was  published.  This  book  is  an  outline  of  his  views  regarding 
the  reorganization  of  the  Canadian  federal  party  system. 

Effective  December  12,  1968,  Ernest  C.  Manning  resigned  as  Premier,  and 
later  the  same  month,  he  resigned  his  seat  in  the  Alberta  Legislature.  In  1970,  he 
was  appointed  to  the  Senate  of  Canada  where  he  served  until  1983. 

Following  his  retirement  from  the  Alberta  Legislature,  Ernest  C.  Manning  was 
Chairman  of  Manning  Consultants  Limited  and  served  on  the  Board  of  Directors  of 
a number  of  major  companies.  He  was  also  a Director  of  the  Canada  West 
Foundation. 

Ernest  C.  Manning’s  service  has  been  recognized  in  many  ways.  In  1957,  the 
community  of  Aurora,  which  is  located  in  the  Peace  River  district  of  Alberta,  was 
renamed  "Manning",  and  in  1972,  the  City  of  Edmonton  named  a section  of  Highway 
#15,  which  is  located  between  the  cities  of  Edmonton  and  Fort  Saskatchewan,  the 
"Manning  Freeway"  in  his  honor.  In  1982,  this  freeway  was  extended  and  has  since 
been  renamed  "Manning  Drive."  A list  of  some  of  his  other  honors  follows: 
Honorary  Doctor  of  Laws,  University  of  Alberta  (1948);  Honorary  Chief  ("Bull 
Shields")  of  the  Blood  Indians  (1951);  member  of  the  Queen’s  Privy  Council  for 
Canada  (1967);  Honorary  Doctor  of  Laws,  McGill  University  (1967);  Honorary 
Doctor  of  Laws,  University  of  Calgary  (1967);  Companion  of  the  Order  of  Canada 
(1969);  Honorary  Doctor  of  Laws,  University  of  Lethbridge  (1972);  first  Member  of 
the  Order  of  Excellence  of  Alberta  (1981);  National  Humanitarian  Award,  B’nai 
B’rith  Canada  (1982);  and  Honorary  Doctor  of  Laws,  Athabasca  University  (1987). 

Ernest  C.  Manning  resides  in  St.  Albert,  Alberta. 
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THE  HONOURABLE  HARRY  E.  STROM,  1968-71 


The  Honourable  Harry  E.  Strom  was  the  first  Premier  of  Alberta  who  was 
born  in  the  Province. 

Harry  Edwin  Strom  was  born  on  July  7,  1914,  at  Burdett,  Alberta.  He  was  the 
son  of  Nels  H.  Strom  and  Elna  O.M.  Ekensteen  and  was  a member  of  the 
Evangelical  Free  Church. 

Harry  E.  Strom  was  educated  at  Ballman  and  Burdett  Public  Schools,  East 
Calgary  High  School,  and  Calgary  Technical  High  School.  In  1931,  following  the 
death  of  his  father,  he  returned  to  Burdett  to  assist  his  mother  in  the  operation  of 
the  family  farm. 

On  October  27,  1938,  he  married  Ruth  Johnson  of  Bow  Island.  They  had  six 
children:  Howard,  Faith,  Beverly,  Brian,  Ronald,  and  Arlene. 

In  addition  to  farming,  Harry  E.  Strom  was  active  in  community  affairs.  In 
1941,  he  was  elected  a Councillor  for  the  Municipal  District  of  Forty  Mile.  He  was 
also  a member  of  local  school  boards  and  the  Development  Board.  In  addition  to 
that,  he  held  the  following  positions:  Director,  Rural  Electrification  Association; 
President,  Burdett  Home  and  School  Association;  President,  Burdett  Agricultural 
Improvement  Association;  member  of  the  Southern  Alberta  Water  Conservation 
Association;  and  Director,  Western  Canada  Reclamation  Association. 

As  well  as  his  numerous  community  activities,  he  took  an  active  role  in  his 
church.  Until  1962,  the  family  attended  the  Evangelical  Free  Church  in  Bow  Island 
where  he  served,  at  various  times,  as  a Sunday  School  teacher.  Deacon,  and 
Chairman  of  the  Board.  He  also  held  the  office  of  Chairman  of  the  Evangelical  Free 
Church  of  Canada.  One  of  his  deep  commitments  was  to  the  Overseas  Missions 
Board  of  the  Evangelical  Free  Church  of  America  on  which  he  served  faithfully  for 
twenty-one  years. 

Harry  E.  Strom  ran  as  the  Social  Credit  candidate  for  the  electoral  district  of 
Cypress  at  the  provincial  general  election  of  June  29, 1955,  and  was  elected.  He  was 
reelected  in  1959,  1963,  1967,  and  1971.  Between  1962  and  1968,  he  served  as 
Minister  of  Agriculture  and,  during  the  last  six  months  of  1968,  he  served  as  Minister 
of  Municipal  Affairs.  As  well,  in  1967,  he  was  appointed  the  first  Chairman  of  the 
Alberta  Human  Resources  Authority. 

While  he  was  Minister  of  Agriculture,  the  Provinces  of  Alberta,  Saskatchewan, 
and  Manitoba  reached  a consensus  regarding  proportionate  shares  of  Alberta  Eastern 
Slopes  water  resources.  This  interest  in  water  management  extended  to  irrigation, 
as  well.  Engineering  and  economic  studies  were  initiated  which  resulted  in  a pro- 
gram of  financial  support  to  rehabilitate  the  structures  and  works  of  the  irrigation 
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districts  and  the  establishment  of  cost-sharing  arrangements  with  water  users  and  the 
federal  government. 

When  Premier  Ernest  C.  Manning  resigned  as  Leader  of  the  Alberta  Social 
Credit  Party  in  1967,  Harry  E.  Strom  was  elected  to  replace  him  on  December  6, 
1968,  at  a Social  Credit  convention  held  in  Edmonton.  Effective  December  12, 1968, 
Harry  E.  Strom  was  appointed  Premier  of  Alberta  by  Lieutenant-Governor 
J.W.  Grant  MacEwan. 

During  Harry  E.  Strom’s  tenure  as  Premier,  the  provincial  government  of 
Alberta  took  several  social  and  environmental  initiatives.  In  1970,  the  Alberta 
Alcoholism  and  Drug  Abuse  Commission  and  the  Environment  Conservation 
Authority  were  established.  In  1971,  Canada’s  first  Department  of  the  Environment 
was  created  and  a new  Department  of  Health  and  Social  Development  was 
organized. 

At  the  provincial  general  election  of  1971,  Alberta’s  Social  Credit  Government 
was  defeated.  Harry  E.  Strom,  who  had  been  reelected  at  that  election,  resigned  as 
Premier  on  September  10,  1971,  and  subsequently  served  as  Leader  of  the  Official 
Opposition  in  the  Alberta  Legislature  from  1971  to  1973.  He  resigned  as  Leader  of 
the  Social  Credit  Party  in  1972. 

In  1975,  Harry  E.  Strom  left  politics  and  returned  to  farming  and  his  work  with 
the  Evangelical  Free  Church.  He  devoted  much  of  his  time  to  the  Ministry  of  the 
Hope  Mission  in  Edmonton.  He  served  on  the  Board  of  Directors  and  was 
Chairman  of  the  Building  Committee  of  that  organization. 

In  recognition  for  his  service  to  the  Province  of  Alberta,  Harry  E.  Strom 
received  Honorary  Doctor  of  Laws  degrees  from  the  University  of  Calgary  (1969), 
the  University  of  Lethbridge  (1979),  and  the  University  of  Alberta  (1982). 

On  October  2, 1984,  he  died  at  Edmonton  and  was  buried  in  the  Chapel  Lawn 
Cemetery  at  Medicine  Hat,  Alberta. 
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THE  HONOURABLE  E.  PETER  LOUGHEED,  1971-85 


During  his  tenure  as  Premier  of  Alberta,  The  Honourable  E.  Peter  Lougheed 
became  one  of  Canada’s  most  prominent  political  figures.  His  government’s  strong 
stand  on  energy  and  constitutional  issues  attracted  national  attention. 

Edgar  Peter  Lougheed  was  born  on  July  26,  1928,  at  Calgary,  Alberta.  He  is 
the  son  of  Edgar  D.  Lougheed  and  Edna  A.  Bauld  and  is  the  grandson  of  Senator  Sir 
James  A.  Lougheed,  Alberta’s  first  Conservative  federal  Cabinet  Minister.  E.  Peter 
Lougheed  is  an  Anglican. 

He  received  his  elementary  education  at  the  Strathcona  School  for  Boys  and 
at  Earl  Grey  and  Rideau  Public  Schools  in  Calgary.  He  completed  his  secondary 
education  at  Central  High  School  in  the  same  city.  While  attending  Central  High 
School,  he  was  the  first  President  of  that  school’s  Students’  Union,  an  innovation 
which  he  had  proposed.  In  1950  and  1952  respectively,  he  received  a Bachelor  of 
Arts  degree  and  a Bachelor  of  Laws  degree  from  the  University  of  Alberta.  During 
his  years  at  the  University  of  Alberta,  he  played  football  for  the  University  Golden 
Bears  Intercollegiate  Football  Club  and  the  Edmonton  Eskimos,  was  elected 
President  of  the  Students’  Union,  served  in  the  Canadian  Officers’  Training  Corp 
qualifying  cis  a Commissioned  Officer,  received  the  Joseph  Dolson  Oliver  Mothersill 
Memorial  Scholarship,  and  edited  the  sport’s  page  of  the  university  newspaper.  In 
1954,  he  received  a Master  of  Business  Administration  degree  from  Harvard 
University. 

On  June  21,  1952,  E.  Peter  Lougheed  married  Jeanne  E.  Rogers  of  Camrose, 
Alberta.  They  have  four  children:  Stephen,  Andrea,  Pamela,  and  Joseph. 

E.  Peter  Lougheed  was  called  to  the  Alberta  Bar  in  1955  and  first  practised 
law  with  the  Calgary  firm  of  Fenerty,  Fenerty,  McGillivray,  Prowse,  and  Brennan. 
In  1956,  he  joined  the  Mannix  Corporation  and  was  subsequently  promoted  to  the 
position  of  Secretary  and  General  Counsel  in  1957  and  Vice-President 
(Administration)  and  Director  in  1958.  In  1961,  he  reentered  private  legal  practice 
as  a partner  in  the  firm  of  Lougheed,  Ballem,  and  McDill. 

In  1965,  E.  Peter  Lougheed  was  elected  Leader  of  the  Progressive  Conservative 
Party  of  Alberta.  Subsequently,  at  the  provincial  election  of  1967,  he  was  elected  to 
the  Legislative  Assembly  of  Alberta  to  represent  the  electoral  district  of  Calgary 
West  and,  from  1967  to  1971,  he  served  as  Leader  of  the  Official  Opposition. 

At  the  provincial  election  of  1971,  E.  Peter  Lougheed  was  reelected,  and  the 
Alberta  Progressive  Conservative  Party  won  the  majority  of  seats  in  the  Legislature. 
Consequently,  effective  September  10, 1971,  he  was  appointed  Premier  of  Alberta  by 
Lieutenant-Governor  J.W.  Grant  MacEwan.  E.  Peter  Lougheed  was  reelected  cis  the 
Member  of  the  Legislative  Assembly  for  Calgary  West  at  the  provincial  elections  of 
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1975,  1979,  and  1982. 


During  his  tenure  as  Premier,  the  Alberta  Government’s  major  priorities  were 
the  control  of  Alberta’s  natural  resources  and  their  development  for  future 
generations  of  Albertans;  participation  of  Albertans  in  the  mainstream  of  Canadian 
life;  economic  diversification;  and  the  improvement  of  health,  research,  and 
recreational  facilities  in  the  Province.  As  well,  the  provincial  government’s  financial 
resources  were  strengthened  considerably  by  increased  petrochemical  royalties.  In 
1976,  the  Alberta  Heritage  Savings  Trust  Fund  was  established,  and  a portion  of 
these  royalties  was  deposited  as  long-term  investments  to  be  used  to  meet 
unanticipated  future  needs.  At  the  federal-provincial  level,  E.  Peter  Lougheed 
advocated  a stronger  role  for  Alberta  in  national  decision-making.  He  was  one  of 
the  principal  advocates  of  the  1982  constitutional  amending  formula,  which  protects 
Alberta’s  resource  ownership  rights.  Effective  November  1,  1985,  E.  Peter  Lougheed 
resigned  as  Premier  of  Alberta  and,  on  February  28,  1986,  he  resigned  his  seat  as  the 
Member  of  the  Legislative  Assembly  for  Calgary  West. 

E.  Peter  Lougheed  is  presently  a partner  in  the  Calgary  law  firm  of  Bennett, 
Jones,  and  Verchere  and  serves  on  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  following 
organizations:  ATCO  Limited,  Bechtel  Canada  Incorporated,  Canadian  Pacific 

Limited,  Carlson  Construction  Limited,  CFCN  Communications  Limited,  DMR 
Group  Incorporated,  Luscar  Limited,  The  Matthews  Group,  Norcen  Energy  Limited, 
Northern  Telecom  Limited,  Princeton  Developments  Limited,  PWA  Corporation, 
Quorum  Capital  Corporation,  Reed  Stenhouse  Companies  Limited,  and  the  Royal 
Bank  of  Canada.  He  also  serves  on  the  National  Advisory  Committee  for  the  Banff 
School  of  Management,  and  is  an  adviser  to  the  Government  of  the  Northwest 
Territories.  In  the  recent  past,  he  served  as  Co-Chairman  of  the  Canadian  Alliance 
for  Trade  and  Job  Opportunities  (1988)  and  Honorary  Chairman  of  the  XV  Olympic 
Winter  Games  Organizing  Committee  (1987  and  1988). 

In  1985,  the  Alberta  Government  recognized  E.  Peter  Lougheed’s  service  to 
the  Province  by  naming  a multicultural  village  in  Edmonton  in  his  honor.  In  1986, 
the  provincial  government  also  named  a park  in  the  Kananaskis  area  of  Alberta  in 
his  honor  and  the  University  of  Alberta  established  the  Peter  Lougheed  Scholarships. 
In  1987,  the  new  electronic  art  resources  building  at  the  Banff  Centre  was  named  in 
honor  of  E.  Peter  Lougheed  and  his  wife  Jeanne  and,  in  1988,  the  new  northeast  site 
of  the  Calgary  General  Hospital  was  named  the  "Peter  Lougheed  Centre."  E.  Peter 
Lougheed  has  also  received  the  following  honors:  Queen’s  Counsel  (1971);  Honorary 
Chief  ("Thunderbird")  of  the  Cree  Indians  (1971);  Honorary  Chief  ("Crop  Eared 
Wolf’)  of  the  Blood  Indians  (1974);  Queen’s  Privy  Council  for  Canada  (1982); 
Honorary  Doctor  of  Laws,  St.  Francis  Xavier  University  (1983);  Shevchenko 
Memorial  Medal  (1985);  Honorary  Doctor  of  Laws,  University  of  Alberta  (1986); 
Honorary  Doctor  of  Laws,  University  of  Calgary  (1986);  Award  of  Merit,  B’nai  B’rith 
Canada  (1987);  Companion  of  the  Order  of  Canada  (1987);  Legal  Humanitarian  of 
the  Year  Award  (1987);  Sports  Wall  of  Fame,  University  of  Alberta  (1987);  Honorary 
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Doctor  of  Laws,  University  of  Lethbridge  (1988);  and  Honorary  Doctor  of  Laws, 
University  of  Windsor  (1988). 

E.  Peter  Lougheed  lives  in  Calgary,  Alberta. 


51 
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The  Honourable  Donald  R.  Getty  is  Alberta’s  eleventh  Premier.  As  well  as 
being  prominent  in  Alberta  politics,  he  is  well-known  in  Canadian  business  and 
sports. 


Donald  Ross  Getty  was  born  on  August  30,  1933,  at  Westmount,  Quebec.  He 
is  the  son  of  C.  Ross  Getty  and  Beatrice  Hampton.  Donald  R.  Getty  is  a member 
of  the  United  Church  of  Canada. 

He  attended  public  and  secondary  schools  in  Montreal,  Ottawa,  Toronto,  and 
London  (Ontario).  While  attending  Sir  Adam  Beck  Collegiate  in  London,  he 
captained  the  school’s  football  and  basketball  teams,  was  elected  President  of  the 
Students’  Council,  and  represented  the  school  in  the  Ontario  Leaders’  Club. 

While  attending  the  University  of  Western  Ontario,  he  quarterbacked  the 
University  of  Western  Ontario  Mustangs  to  the  Eastern  Collegiate  Union  football 
championship  in  1954  and  again  in  1955.  He  also  played  Starting  Guard  on  the 
basketball  team  that  won  the  Senior  Collegiate  Championship  of  Ontario  in  1952, 
1953,  and  1954.  He  was  awarded  the  Claude  Brown  Trophy  as  Western’s  Most 
Outstanding  Athlete  of  1955,  and  was  a member  of  the  Kappa  Alpha  Fraternity.  He 
graduated  in  1955  with  a Bachelor  of  Arts  (Honors)  degree  in  Business  Admin- 
istration. In  1980,  he  was  elected  to  the  University  of  Western  Ontario’s  "W"  Club 
Hall  of  Fame. 

On  June  18,  1955,  he  married  Margaret  I.  Mitchell,  daughter  of  W.C.  Mitchell 
of  London,  Ontario.  They  have  four  sons:  Dale,  David,  Darin,  and  Derek. 

On  their  honeymoon,  the  Gettys  travelled  to  Edmonton,  Alberta,  so  that 
Donald  R.  Getty  could  begin  his  professional  football  career.  He  played  for  the 
Edmonton  Eskimos  for  the  next  ten  years,  helping  them  win  two  Grey  Cup 
championships.  He  was  the  Quarterback  on  the  1956  championship  team.  In  1959, 
he  was  named  Outstanding  Canadian  in  the  Western  Canada  Football  League  and 
was  runner-up  for  the  Schenley  Award  as  Outstanding  Player  in  the  Canadian 
Football  League. 

In  1955,  Donald  R.  Getty  began  working  for  Imperial  Oil  Limited  in 
Edmonton.  In  1961,  he  was  hired  as  Lands  and  Contracts  Manager  with  Midwestern 
Industrial  Gas  Limited,  and  was  appointed  Assistant  General  Manager  in  1963.  In 
1964,  he  formed  Baldonnel  Oil  and  Gas  Company,  serving  as  President  and 
Managing  Director.  He  became  a partner  in  the  investment  firm  of  Doherty, 
Roadhouse,  and  McCuaig  in  1967. 

The  Leader  of  Alberta’s  Progressive  Conservative  Party,  E.  Peter  Lougheed, 
asked  Donald  R.  Getty  to  consider  entering  Alberta  provincial  politics  in  1965.  At 
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the  1967  provincial  election,  he  was  elected  Member  of  the  Legislative  Assembly  for 
the  electoral  district  of  Strathcona  West.  From  1967  to  1971,  he  served  as  a Member 
of  the  Official  Opposition.  In  1971  and  1975,  he  was  reelected  as  the  Member  for 
Edmonton  Whitemud. 

In  1971,  the  Progressive  Conservative  Party  won  the  majority  of  seats  in  the 
Alberta  Legislature  and  formed  the  provincial  government.  Donald  R.  Getty  W2is 
appointed  Minister  of  the  new  Department  of  Federal  and  Intergovernmental  Affairs 
on  September  10,  1971.  Following  the  1975  election,  he  was  appointed  Minister  of 
Energy  and  Natural  Resources  effective  April  3 of  the  same  year. 

Wishing  to  spend  more  time  with  his  family,  he  did  not  stand  for  reelection  in 
1979.  Upon  returning  to  the  private  sector,  he  founded  the  investment  firm  of 
D.  Getty  Investments  Limited,  serving  as  its  President.  From  1981  to  1985,  he  served 
as  Chairman  and  Chief  Executive  Officer  of  the  Nortek  Energy  Corporation  located 
at  Nisku,  Alberta.  He  also  served  on  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Alberta  Gas  and 
Ethylene  Company  Limited,  Brinco  Limited,  Celanese  Canada  Incorporated,  D.  Getty 
Investments  Limited,  the  Financial  Life  Assurance  Company,  the  Genstar 
Corporation,  the  Interprovincial  Steel  and  Pipe  Corporation  (Chairman  of  the 
Board),  the  Nortek  Energy  Corporation,  the  Nova  Corporation  of  Alberta,  the 
Northern  Life  Assurance  Company  of  Canada,  Novacor  Chemicals  Limited,  Pacific 
Copper  Mines  Limited,  Placer  Development  Limited,  Pacific  Trans-Ocean  Resources 
Limited,  and  the  Royal  Bank  of  Canada.  He  was  also  a member  of  the  Board  of 
Governors  of  the  Resources  of  Canada  Fund. 

In  1985,  Donald  R.  Getty  reentered  Alberta  provincial  politics  and  was  elected 
Leader  of  the  Alberta  Progressive  Conservative  Party  on  October  13  of  the  same 
year.  He  was  appointed  Premier  of  Alberta  on  November  1,  1985,  by  Lieutenant- 
Governor  W.  Helen  Hunley.  On  December  11,  1985,  he  rejoined  the  Legislative 
Assembly  by  winning  a by-election  in  his  former  riding  of  Edmonton  Whitemud. 

He  led  his  party  to  victory  at  the  general  elections  of  1986  and  1989,  although 
he  lost  his  own  seat  of  Edmonton  Whitemud  in  1989.  A by-election  on  May  9,  1989, 
returned  him  to  the  Legislative  Assembly  representing  the  electoral  district  of 
Stettler. 

The  major  priorities  of  the  Alberta  Government  under  the  leadership  of 
Premier  Donald  R.  Getty  have  been  agriculture  and  rural  development,  energy 
development,  the  family,  and  economic  diversification,  including  the  growth  of 
forestry,  high  technology,  and  tourism.  His  government  has  also  taken  the  lead  in  the 
development  of  non-conventional  oil  projects. 

Other  accomplishments  of  the  Getty  Government  include  a strong  record  of 
fiscal  management,  self-government  for  Metis  Settlements,  private  telephone  lines 
for  rural  Albertans,  the  election  of  Canada’s  only  elected  Senator,  and  the  creation 
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of  Family  Day. 

Donald  R.  Getty  enjoys  golf,  horse-racing,  and  hunting.  He  has  been  active 
in  community  affairs  serving  as  a Director  of  the  Edmonton  Eskimos  Football  Club, 
Governor  of  the  Edmonton  Petroleum  Club,  Director  of  the  Derrick  Golf  and  Winter 
Club,  and  adviser  and  fund  raiser  for  the  Alberta  Northern  Lights  Wheelchair 
Basketball  Team.  In  December,  1990,  he  was  made  an  Honorary  Chief 
("Kinnosayoo”)  of  the  Whitefish  Lake  Band  (Cree). 

Donald  R.  Getty  resides  in  Erskine,  Alberta. 
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1.  EXACT  PERIODS  OF  SERVICE 


A.  The  Premier  of  the  Northwest  Territories,  1897-1905 

The  Honourable  Sir  Frederick  W.A.G.  Haultain  - 
October  7,  1897,  to  September  1,  1905 

B.  Premiers  of  Alberta,  1905-91 

(1)  The  Honourable  Alexander  C.  Rutherford  - 
September  2,  1905,  to  May  26,  1910 

(2)  The  Honourable  Arthur  L.  Sifton  - 
May  26,  1910,  to  October  30,  1917 

(3)  The  Honourable  Charles  Stewart  - 
October  30,  1917,  to  August  13,  1921 

(4)  The  Honourable  Herbert  Greenfield  - 
August  13,  1921,  to  November  23,  1925 

(5)  The  Honourable  John  E.  Brownlee  - 
November  23,  1925,  to  July  10,  1934 

(6)  The  Honourable  Richard  G.  Reid  - 
July  10,  1934,  to  September  3,  1935 

(7)  The  Honourable  William  Aberhart  - 
September  3,  1935,  to  May  23,  1943 

(8)  The  Honourable  Ernest  C.  Manning  - 
May  31,  1943*,  to  December  12,  1968 

(9)  The  Honourable  Harry  E.  Strom  - 
December  12,  1968,  to  September  10,  1971 

(10)  The  Honourable  E.  Peter  Lougheed  - 
September  10,  1971,  to  November  1,  1985 

(11)  The  Honourable  Donald  R.  Getty  - 
November  1,  1985,  to  the  present 


* The  Honourable  William  Aberhart  died  unexpectedly  on  May  23,  1943. 
Seven  days  passed  before  his  successor.  The  Honourable  Ernest  C. 
Manning,  was  chosen  by  the  Social  Credit  Caucus  to  be  the  new  Leader 
of  the  Alberta  Social  Credit  Party  and  was  appointed  Premier  by 
Lieutenant-Governor  John  C.  Bowen. 


2.  FORMS  OF  ADDRESS 

When  writing  the  Premier’s  name,  the  words  "The  Honourable"  should 
precede  it,  followed  by  his  title.  For  example,  when  addressing  letters  to  Alberta’s 
first  Premier,  citizens  wrote  "The  Honourable  Alexander  C.  Rutherford,  Premier 
of  Alberta,  Legislature  Building,  Edmonton." 
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When  speaking  to  the  Premier,  the  words  "Mr.  Premier"  are  used.  For 
example,  if  someone  wished  to  help  the  Premier,  he  or  she  would  say,  "Mr. 
Premier,  may  I assist  you?"  "Mr.  Premier"  is  also  the  correct  salutation  to  use 
when  writing  a letter  to  the  Premier. 

When  referring  to  the  Premier  indirectly,  or  as  a third  person,  the  word 
"Premier"  followed  by  the  Premier’s  surname  is  used.  For  example,  "Premier 
Getty  wishes  to  speak  to  you." 
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